Graceway Church / RU FIT Ministries
Biblical Discipleship (DI – Discipleship One)
-The Philosophy of Discipleship-

EVANGELISM AND CHURCH GROWTH THROUGH MULTIPLICATION!

I.  God’s plan for man is multiplication – Gen. 1:26-28

A. The first words God ever spoke to Adam:

“Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth…”

B. That commandment is:

1. Bear fruit-produce life,

2. Multiply that fruit,

3. Reach the entire world.

C. God has NEVER changed that Plan!

II.  Israel brought forth the Lord Jesus Christ.

A. Two purposes for His coming:

1. Restore lost image of God in man through His death burial and resurrection.

2. Train 12 disciples.

B. Jesus commission to His disciples:  Matt. 28:18-20

1. Bear fruit – Go, teach and baptize.

2. Multiply – Teach them to observe all things commanded.

3. Reach the world – All nations, unto the end of the world.

III.  The “Great Commission” contains five primary goals:

A. Evangelism – Bearing fruit.

B. Establishment of Churches – God’s plan for this age is the local church.

C. Making disciples – The multiplication factor.

D. Conforming our life to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the goal is true discipleship!
E. Bringing glory to God. This is our reason for existence.
IV.  All five of these goals of Christianity are vitally important, but discipleship holds the key 

        position.

A. Discipleship is the link between the first two goals (which can be measured), and the 

last two goals (which cannot be measured).  

B. Evangelism and church attendance are vital, but true Christianity cannot stop there any 

more than family life can stop with bringing home a baby.

V. Multiplication through discipleship will produce explosive growth.  Don’t focus on the numbers; focus on spiritual growth of individuals.

A. The ministry of Paul.

B. The Great Commission can be fulfilled by a church of any size.  The key is the in-

volvement of every single individual in ministry.

C. The ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Started with a core of 12.

2. As the 12 grew, he selected 70 more and used the 12 to help train them.

3. By Pentecost, the nucleus was 120.

4. 3000 saved at Pentecost.

5. Membership of 5000 men by Acts 4:4.

6. Turned the world upside down within 25 years (Acts 17:6).

7. All Asia heard without TV, radio, telephone, airplanes, cars, email or IM.

THE BIBLICAL PATTERN OF DISCIPLEHISP

When proper discipleship takes place, the disciple will grow through a seven-stage process; This pattern was established by the Lord Jesus Christ as he developed his 12 disciples.

Stage I:
Repentance – A changed life.

Stage II:
Enlightenment – Learning about the one who made the change.

Stage III:
Ministry Training – Basic involvement.

Stage IV:
Leadership Development – The cream will rise to the top.

Stage V:
Re-evaluation and Separation – Testing leadership, a time of proving out.

Stage VI:
Leadership in Ministry – The leader leads.

Stage VII:
World Vision – Spiritual maturity concerning the Plan of God for our lives, this

                         earth and the universe!

Questions To Consider:

1.
What are the 3 parts to the commandment of Gen. 1: 26-28?

2.
What were to two purposes of Christ’s coming?

3.
What are the 5 primary goals of the Great Commission?

4.
What goal (of the 5 goals) holds the key in connecting the first two goals (which can be measured) with the last two goals (which cannot be measured)?

5.
What is the KEY for the Great Commission to be successful in any size church?

6.
According the Acts 17:6, what happened in 25 years because of the ministry of discipleship?

7.
Concerning the 7 stages of spiritual growth … where would you place yourself and why?
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