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Introduction

Understanding My New Life

The greatest decision anyone will ever make in their lifetime is the decision to trust the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior – I Cor. 3:11.  Jesus in the ONLY foundation upon which to build our lives – John 14:6.


(By REPENTING of our sin – I John 1:9, and


(CONFESSING with our mouths what we believe in our hearts “…thou shalt be saved.”


    Romans 10:9-10.

We must believe that Jesus Christ is exactly who He claimed to be, the Son of God; God manifest in the flesh.  Jesus Himself said, “Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God – John 3:3.  This miraculous transformation is described in the Bible by such terms as:  salvation, born again, converted, saved, regenerated, Christian, saint, in Christ, Son of God, or child of God.  How you came to know the Lord Jesus Christ was a magnificent display of God’s mercy and grace.  The events of life that brought you to salvation were both unique and miraculous.  God personally orchestrated the events, people, and places to open your eyes to the REALITY of, “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.”  Your new life “in Christ” is characterized by unlimited potential.  It is essential for us to grow daily in conformity into the likeness, character, and mentality of the Lord Jesus – Phil. 1:6 / I Peter 2:21 / I John 2:6.  


(Reading God’s Word daily, and


(Growing intimately with Him in Prayer are two absolutes in our new life “in Christ.”

Discipleship is not a program -- it is a lifestyle – Matt. 28:19-20… “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.  Amen.”  Discipleship is the responsibility of every Church Age believer.  In writing to Timothy, the apostle Paul wrote, “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things that thou has heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ – II Tim. 2:1-3.  Here, the four-generation process of discipleship is revealed.  We see Paul investing the Word into Timothy, Timothy to faithful men, and faithful men to others also. This is visible throughout the Word of God.

This Scenario is all too real… someone surrenders their life to Christ, and is not properly discipled…and before long they disappear.  Often serious spiritual problems arise and if not properly dealt with – those individuals may go back to the world indefinitely.  It is the MISSION of the Church Age Assemblies to train up and equip the saints.  Knowing how to make babies is one thing… caring for, and providing for them is quite another.  The Bible says, “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.  For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me” – Romans 15:1-3.  Jesus is the foundation; He alone secures our eternity.  It is now essential to build a solid HOUSE upon Him.  But, before we can build that house… let’s make sure the foundation is SURE!

Church Age salvation is one of the clearest doctrines (dispensational teachings) in the Bible.  Because the eternal destiny of souls is at stake, rest assured that Satan will do everything in his power to confuse people as to the truth of Biblical salvation.  Let’s consider this specifically:

1. True faith is based on infallible substance and evidence – Acts 1:3 / Heb. 11:1.  Faith is not simply believing in God, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe and tremble” – James 2:19.  In fact, the devils would consistently confess Jesus as the Son of God – Luke 4:41 – but… that never altered their final destination – Matthew 25:41.  The devil’s final abode is the lake of fire as with all lost men.

2.   True faith is not simply believing the Scriptures; The Jews believed the Scriptures.  Their 

       religion was the Old Testament Law given by Moses, yet they crucified their Messiah, 

       resisted John the Baptist until he was beheaded, and they stoned Stephen in Acts 7.  All the

       while believing in the “Bible.”  John 5:39 confesses, “Search the scriptures; for in them

       ye think ye have eternal life:  and they are they which testify of me.”  They believed the

       Bible, but missed the God who wrote it as He walked amongst them – John 5:46-47 / 

       Luke 24:27.

3.  True faith is not simply believing Jesus died for sinners; most lost people believe this his-

 torical fact.  Christianity is not head acknowledgment, but heart experience.  “Keep thy       heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” – Prov. 4:23  Most men will

 miss heaven by 18”, the distance from their head to their heart.

       4.    Biblical faith is not simply changing your life.  Eliminating bad habits and sins is always a  

        good idea, but change of lifestyle does not necessarily mean you have met Jesus Christ.

 5.    Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ’s finished work on Calvary is not connected to water bap-

        tism, good works, or being a pretty descent human being.  Just ask Judas Iscariot, no one


  ever suspected him of any improprieties.  Judas had lived a beautiful lie even after Jesus 

        told the disciples who he was.  He healed the sick, witnessed God’s power and miracles, 

        and cast out devils.  He never let down his wall of deception, and apart from Jesus know-

        ledge, would have remained completely undetected.

6. Men may hear the Word spoken and preached… receive it with joy… yet never exper-

ience true salvation.  Temporary faith is not the faith of God’s people.  Always remem-

ber II Cor. 5:17!  Salvation radically changes men!  In I Cor. 6:19-20 and II Cor. 5:15, God fills us with the Holy Ghost; it is He who personally illuminates God’s Word to us.

He immerses each believer into the body of Christ by a supernatural operation of God in

which He changes our desires, our thoughts, our attitudes, our goals, our hobbies and our

lifestyle! 

Let’s put our “faith” to the test – shall we?  Is my / your faith genuine or counterfeit?  Our eternity depends on it!
   

1. In salvation there is a true knowledge of God, and His Son Jesus Christ – John 17:2-3.  The

Ethiopian eunuch said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” – Acts 8:37.   Remember the blind man in John chapter 9?  Jesus asked him, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?  He answered and said, “Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?  And Jesus said unto him, thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.  And he said, Lord, I believe.  And he worshipped him.” – John 9:35-37.

2. There is a submission of the heart and mind to the power and authority of the Scriptures.  Once the “Spirit of truth” enters us, He bears constant witness to the truth – John 16:13-14.

3. There is a realization that my righteousness avails me nothing in the face of Jesus Christ – Isaiah 64:6 / Rom. 3:9-12 / Psalm 39:5.  Without Christ, my prayers, reading, meditation, goodness, giving, hearing, commitment, tears, sacrifice, mean nothing – Titus 3:5.
      4.   Salvation exposes our sin-sick condition without the Blood of Christ applied to our lives.        

           After a man was saved at a local jail, his response was “I feel like I just took a bath.”  It is 

           evident to you that your life is transformed.  We are radically different from what we used to 

     be in an instant.  The tremendous burden of sin has been lifted.  The blind man in John 9:25
     said after being healed by Jesus, “one thing I know, that, wheras I was blind, now I see.”

     There is a brokenness and humiliation for our sin – Psalm 51:1-3 / Joel 2:12-13.

5. We know how we obtained it.  How can God be living inside me and I not know it?  We re-

     sponded to the preaching of God’s Word by a friend, family member, preacher, or perhaps 

     a complete stranger.  If you cannot remember when you were saved, you’d best check your

     foundation.  This is a day our eternity was forever altered, how can we not remember de-

     tails?

6. Biblical salvation is a battle.  Satan will do everything within his power to prevent it from 

happening.  What difficulties did you experience?  If we’ve been truly “born again,” it did

not come easy.  The onslaught of Satan against you was very much a reality.

7. Has love sprung forth from your soul since you were saved?  Love should be a reality in 

your life now for the very first time – John 13:34-35 / I Cor. 8:3 / I John 4:8.  True faith

works by love.

8. Has your new life been characterized by change?  Our spirit has been renewed, our soul has

been  regenerated, and our body of sin has been crucified.  If change is not apparent, it was

not real.  When Zaccheus met Jesus he spoke, “Behold, Lord, half my goods… I give to the

poor,”  Luke 19:8.  Salvation changes the way we act; think, speak, and live.  Romans 8:14 says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  Is God’s 

spirit now directing your life?

9. What obedience has characterized your conversation to Christ?  Do you witness to others? 

Are you committed to a Bible believing/preaching church?  Is growth in your relationship

to God the top priority of your life?

10. Has peace been sown in your heart?  Rom. 5:1 / Phil. 4:7 / Isa. 26:3.  No peace, no God.

Peace of mind and heart is characteristic of our new life in Christ.

It is our responsibility as a Church Age, Bible-believing Church to train up and equip the saints God gives us.  We rejoice in this privilege of helping you in your journey to conform your life into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Resistance is a given.  However, God is greater and more powerful than any type of attack you may ever face – James 4:7-8 / I John 4:4.  May the days ahead reveal to us all the blessings of God’s presence in our everyday lives, for His glory!  Ephesians 3:20-21.

Questions:

1.  What are two decisions that accompany a salvation decision – with verse for each?

2.  Jn. 3:3 says that when we accept Christ we can “SEE” what?

3.  Once a believer, what are two absolutes in the new life?

4.  Matt. 28:19-20 – Discipleship is not a P____________ it is a L_____________.

5.  Why do you think it is that so many believers don’t involve themselves in the ministry of discipleship and evangelism?  What has caused this to happen?  Hint:  Romans 15:1-3

6.  List, briefly, the six principles of TRUE faith (with reference for each)?

7.  What are the 10 ways to know if your faith is genuine (The Test), and supply scripture where appropriate.

8.  What is the responsibility of Church Age believers?  To T_________ and E________ the 

S________ God gives us.
PAGE  
1

